
their families, workplaces, and 
in their entire communities! 
 
Though the Czech Republic has 
freedom of religion, the few be-
lievers there are almost all per-
secuted culturally—but as is 
always true when persecution is 
present, the LORD has honored 
their sacrifices and given them a 
faith and hunger for the word 
unmatched in the west. 

 
Of the 40 or so people in this 
church, I was most impacted by 
an elderly couple who shared 
with me how they had been 
born into Christian families be-
fore the communist takeover. 
For decades they had been in 
hiding –hoping for a day when 
they would be able to worship 
the LORD openly. With tears 
streaming down his face , he 
told me “I have been praying for 
50 years for a church, and fi-
nally the LORD has answered 

These last few months the 
LORD has continued to stretch 
and grow me as a teacher, and 
I have been able to teach the 
Bible in new and exciting ways, 
in addition to the normal ser-
mons, Bible studies, and disci-
pleship group that I have been 
teaching this year. 
 
The first occasion was in late 
July, when I was invited to 
teach in a YWAM DTS 
(missionary training school) for 
one week here in El Salvador! 
It was a really fun opportunity 
to be able to pour into this 
close group of students as well 
as encourage them in their 

walks and ministries. 
During our week of classes I 
was able to team up with my 
brother-in-law Philip and to-
gether teach through the ba-
sics of Christianity, covering 

topics like  the character and 
attributes of God, the identity 
of man, the atonement, faith, 
salvation, sin, temptation, 
sanctification, and true holi-
ness. 
 
The second occasion was in 
August, when I was invited to 
teach a Calvary Chapel church 
retreat in the post-communist 
(and world’s most atheist) 
country of Czech Republic. I 
had previously been asked to 
come months before—but it 
wasn't until we received the 
exact amount needed for the 
plane tickets that I was able to 
buy my ticket and fly to one of 
the most beautiful and yet 
spiritually needy places on 
earth. 
 
During my two weeks in the 
Czech Republic I was able to 
teach the Bible 16 times and 
was constantly busy preparing 
sermons as well as visiting 
with the people there. The 
church in the Czech Republic 
(Calvary Chapel Roudnice) is 
made up of people from differ-
ent walks of life—some of 
whom drive more than 3 or 4 
hours every week just to be 
able to meet with other Chris-
tians. Nearly everyone in the 
church came from atheist 
backgrounds, and many of 
them were the only believes in 
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Thanksgiving for baby Sarah! 
We are expecting her to be born 
around Thanksgiving this year! 
 

Thanksgiving for Rebeca’s heal-
ing! She is completely healthy and 
the pregnancy is now free of com-
plications! Isn’t God good? 

 

Thanksgiving for the special 
provision for the plane tickets to 
teach the Bible in the Czech Re-
public 

 

Thanksgiving for the fruitful 
teaching times both here and 
abroad as I continue to teach the 
word 
 
Thanksgiving for my complete 
recovery after my crazy accident 
on our anniversary 
 
Prayer for an easy and healthy 
birth for Sarah and for Rebeca 
andfor a quick recovery after the 
birth—for both baby and mama 
 
Prayer for God to provide the rest 
of the things we will need before 
our baby arrives 
 
Prayer for God’s provision for 
the nearly 2000$ still needed to 
pay for Sarah’s birth in the hospi-
tal 
 
Prayer for the LORD to increase 
our financial support and/or bring 
in new supporters as we add a 
new member into our family 
 
Prayer for God’s supernatural 
provision for a newer car—our 
current car is a 1984 with over 
250,000 miles is almost ready to 
retire!  
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So much has happened in these last few months that is has really been a challenge to write 
this update.  As you will read below, Rebeca and I have been on a ‘roller coaster’ of both 
very fruitful times in the ministry and as a family, and also times of great trial and hard-
ship. As we have been through the ups and downs we are *finally* feeling like we have 
come through the worse of it—and yet we are reminded even now that the call to pick up 
our crosses and follow Christ (Matt 16:24) is not the call to live comfortable, trial free 
lives. In Romans 12 we are admonished to become living sacrifices unto the LORD—
sacrifices that remain alive, and on the altar even when ‘burned’. We often forget that it is 
our very obedience during the heat of life's trials that also serves as the greatest testimony 
to others, and so causes our ‘lights to shine among men’ - just as in the very same way His 
light shone brightest to us on the cross. The choice is ours then—to take up our crosses 
and climb upon the altar, or to sit comfortable in the shadows and reject his call. 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel…” Rom 10:15 
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A group picture during the 

CC Roudnice church retreat 

Posing for a fun picture after 

teaching for a week with the 

YWAM DTS students! 



Baby Sarah Elisheva  and The Roller Coaster of trials 

OCT 2014  Missional Vision: El Salvador 

“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials…” James 1:2 

Interested in supporting us? You can 

find out how on our website: 

www.missionalvision.org  

or send a check to: Calvary Chapel Santa Cruz 

1500 Green Hills Rd., Ste 101, Scotts valley, CA 

95066  - When sending a check please make sure 

In May we announced the pregnancy of 

our first baby—and after finding out her 

sex, we have decided upon the name 

Sarah Elisheva (‘princess’, and ‘God 

has promised’ in Hebrew). Since nam-

ing her, the meaning of her middle 

name, Elisheva—”God has sworn” - has 

been a needed daily reminder to us of 

the LORD’s faithfulness in times of trou-

ble, especially as we ride on the rol-

lercoaster of trials.  

Shortly after putting out our last news-

letter, Rebeca was hospitalized and we 

were threatened with losing our baby. 

After two sleepless nights in the hospital 

with Rebeca, I had finally felt during my 

prayer time that the LORD has spoken 

to me, and that our baby would make it. 

After we made it home we stressed over 

how to pay for the hospital bills, but 

soon we were greatly blessed by the 

generous gift and heartfelt prayers of 

many dear brothers and sisters around 

the globe.  

Several weeks later we had the joy of 

finding out that our baby was a girl—but 

our joy was soon overshadowed by the 

doctor’s revelation that Rebeca had a 

serious complication in her pregnancy—

a placenta previa that hadn't moved 

despite many weeks of waiting. We 

were broken as the doctor told us that 

not only would Rebeca need to have a 

cesarean section to be able to deliver 

little Sarah—but that in all likelihood she 

would be our only child—the doctor told 

us that the placenta normally doesn't 

move after 22 weeks, and if it turned out 

to be as stuck as it appeared from the 

ultrasound, Rebeca would need an 

emergency hysterectomy during the 

cesarean section. 

We were horrified and distraught, to 

say the least. The doctor had told 

us that his condition normally only 

happened to older women or smok-

ers—(neither of which my wife is), 

so we really felt targeted by the 

enemy. 

In need again we sent out many 

prayer requests, and again we felt 

the response of the body of Christ 

with many prayers— though we 

were still overwhelmed by the un-

certainty of it all. 

In August, in obedience to what the 

LORD had called me to do (after 

God had miraculously provided the 

exact amount I needed for plane 

tickets to Europe) I left to teach for 

two weeks in the Czech Republic. 

What a hard two weeks it was to be 

far away from my pregnant wife! 

And then, as if in response to our 

obedience my wife found out that 

God had healed her of the placenta 

previa and restored her to perfect 

health! 

We were overjoyed with the 

LORD’s faithfulness when the two 

days later my wife called and told 

me that she had mysteriously come 

down with Dengue and was now in 

the hospital again! It had become 

very evident that the enemy was 

trying to steal the praise of the 

LORD from our lips with this attack, 

and so rallying together we began 

to pray again, now with the support 

of many Czech Christians by our 

sides—and soon Rebeca and I 

were both back home and feeling 

well, so happy to be together 

again—until the next sequence of 

the roller coaster snuck up on us! 

In September, while celebrating our 

1st wedding anniversary in a 

nearby hotel/restaurant, I slipped on 

the wet floor and hit the back of my 

head and lost consciousness for a 

few minutes. The hotel’s owner of-

fered to take us to the hospital, and 

reassured us that all would be 

taken care of. After spending the 

night in the hospital– this time as 

the patient– I was released, but the 

owner had completely disappeared 

and was unwilling to help us pay 

the hospital bill! Unable to leave the 

hospital without paying the bill, we 

were forced to all that we had 

saved up for  Sarah’s birth in No-

vember! 

The weeks following my accident 

have been tough– I struggled both 

as I recovered from the accident—

and also with worry and doubt as 

we wondered together how we 

would come up with the $2,000 

needed for Sarah’s birth in Nov.  

Now as we face this last trial to-

gether, we want to invite you our 

spiritual family to pray along with 

us, to help if you feel so led, and 

most importantly, to rejoice and 

praise the LORD with us for His 

faithfulness! Why? Because of 

‘Elisheva’—God has promised! 


